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he introduction of Econet o
Acorn's range of microcomputer pro-
ducts proved a significant advance in

communication for the BBC Microcompu-
ter. | he benefits gained by linking individ-
ual microcompaters were considerable -
increased productivity, greater efficiency,
lower capital costs and for the individual
user a much enhanced working environ-
ment. In the educational fiekd Econet

offers a wealth of opportunities for both
staff and students. Econet is used for
research and development, micro-relared
courses, and individual project work, as
well as being o valuable classroom resource
tor demonstrations and seminars. Econet is
one of the mosr widely used nerworks -
there are now more than 6000 installations
throughout Europe. Five vears of experi-
ence have ensured a well supported,

reliable network with all the versarility
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is a large number of authorised Econet
dealers throughour the country to give vou
expert advice, professional installations
and support for your network. With Acorn
Computers’ continumg commitment to
local area networking and its new range of
advanced microcompurers - the BRC
Master Series - the potential of this econ.
omic yet reliable network reaches oun
further than ever before.

In general, networking means three
things - sharing hardware, sharing
informanion and fast communicarion
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A simple microcomputer system consists
of monitor, processor, keyvboard and dama
storage device. A printer is needed for
proclucing hard copies of documenrs,

reports and letrers. A viral bur costly piece
of equipment, the printer will stand
unused much of the time. The micro-
computer next door also needs a printer, s
does the one down the corridor, and so by
linking them rogether, the micros could all
share the same printer. For an individual
microcomputer o Winchester hard drive is
another costly and often underused peri-
pheral. Again, nerworked micros can share
expensive disc drives, which have far more
capacity than the imdividual user normally
requires, to make the entire system tar
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Nerworking offers a more efficient use of
hardware. It offers even greater advantages
in the sharing of information. Gaining

access 10 a file or program is simply a case
of calling it up from s locarion on the
network. Those programs allowing simul-
tameots aecess give consistently up-to-date

information o any authorised user. Not all
information is for sharing: security can be
builr into the network in the form of user
passwords.

A turther advantage of nerworking is
communication wirh others, from the
exchange of short messages between
users 10 longer and more permenent
communications, such as memos senr by
electronic mail.
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